effect of conjugation on the metabolism and the uptake of these pigments by the liver; this last phenomenon seems more significantly related to the presence of a specific intracellular macromolecule which acts as a binding protein rather than to conjugation by the liver microsomes. Excretion of bile pigments and their derivatives were considered and it seems that bilirubin excretion is more related to glomerular filtration than to tubular secretion: on the other hand, the urobilinogen excretion is pH dependent and therefore presumably the renal tubules are involved.
effect of conjugation on the metabolism and the uptake of these pigments by the liver; this last phenomenon seems more significantly related to the presence of a specific intracellular macromolecule which acts as a binding protein rather than to conjugation by the liver microsomes. Excretion of bile pigments and their derivatives were considered and it seems that bilirubin excretion is more related to glomerular filtration than to tubular secretion: on the other hand, the urobilinogen excretion is pH dependent and therefore presumably the renal tubules are involved.
There are many interesting facts in this symposium, but as with all specialized reports of such meetings, many of these are mainly of interest to the specialist investigator and, although this symposium has been promptly published, many of the papers have already appeared in a fuller form in journals. For the non-expert, on the other hand, the information is often better obtained in a more digested form in a critical review. One feels that the luxury of browsing through this book is rather great at the price of 63s. Botticelli's 'Birth of Venus' on the cover symbolizes not only woman (and her problems) but also the master's touch. One of America's best teachers and his colleague have, by four editions in fifteen years, shaped a book to catch the eye in an overcrowded field. Dogma in teaching has been eschewed, and the instruction of mere technologists abandoned. Woman's physiology is the root upon which pelvic disease is grafted.
For the price, one acquires virtually three books, as a result of rearrangement and introduction of new material. The first deals with most conditions which are associated with endocrine physiology, disease and control. The method of teaching is often novel; simple questions, such as 'Why does a woman menstruate?', or elementary facts lead logically into analysis and instruction with contemporary material. The second describes the symptoms and diseases of the three ages of woman so presented that integration with bedside teaching is natural and the overlapping ground with other disciplines is outlined. These two sections will delight the minds of students and teachers everywhere.
The third section is standard description of disease processes, well illustrated. A little dated, however, it appears to give the (perhaps unjusti-fied) impression that, since emphasis has shifted towards medical gymecology, pathology is no longer the subject of active thought. Today a purely gynmcological textbook seems strangely lost when separated so completely as is this one from obstetrics. Perhaps a fourth section could be added to a future edition shaping the complete woman.
CHARLES P DOUGLAS This book consists of the proceedings of a meeting held in Paris in December 1964, and includes contributions from many workers in the neurosciencesanatomists, neurochemists, physiologists, and pediatricianson the problem of the developing brain. Special emphasis is paid to regional development during critical growth periods, and the important point is made that development of the central nervous system depends more on gestational age than on weight. Many of the papers are highly specialized and technical and it is encouraging to see the approach to neuronal and myelin development being attempted in quantitative terms. In the neurochemical section there is a very interesting and stimulating chapter on enzymic activity in the central nervous system, by Richter. It is encouraging to note the attention paid to clinical problems by basic scientists; behavioural studies on animals with simulated phenylketonuria, by Himwich and colleagues, and clinical and physiological observations on neonatal sleep are particularly well presented. The discussion which followed the papers was critical and stimulating and is fully reported.
The Just as the number of scientific papers published increases at a nearly geometrical rate, so does the number of 'interdisciplinary' meetings. Many meetings end up as books; consequently many papers manage to see light in three or more guises
